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Democrat wms
78% of tk e Vote

' Home-state support helps
the senator at the caucuses
attended by 25,0060-35,000.

By DAVID YEPSEN

REGISTER STAFF WRITER

Sen. Tom Harkir of lowa won his
home state's Demoecratic caucuses

Monday night by piling up a big per-

centage in a low-turnout affair.
Harkin, seeking the Democratic

presidential nomination, set a caucus

record by winning about 78 percent
support, far more than the 60 per-
cent of the vote he said he needed to
win impressively. But while
Harkin's percentage was high, his
drawing power was low.

News organizations estimated

‘about 25,000 people-turned-out, but

state Democratic Party officials said
the turnout would he between
_. 30,000 and 35,000.
. Uncommitted Delegates

. The party's count of results

showed that uncommitted delegates

controlled the second-largest block
of delegates selected to county party
conventions. _

Former Sen. Paul Tsongas of Mas-
sachusetts was in third place, with
Gov. Bill Clinton of Arkansas next,
Sen. Bob Kerrey in fifth and former
California Gov. Jerry Brown trailing.
The outcome was a bit of a rebuff to
Kerrey, who comes from neighboring
Nebraska and was expected to show
some strength in Iowa,

Opposing camps said Harkin'’s vic-
tory showed nothing be¢ause he won
by default.

J.P. Steffen, the iongtime execu-
tive director of the lowa Democratic
Party, said Monday's turnout was
far less than the 120,000 Democrats
who packed the caucuses in 1988,
the 160,000 who turned out in 1984
and the 80,000 who showed up in
1980.

“Message to America™
Despite the poor turnout, Harkin

—m T Bl it esems e habbam than

ur t

DELEGATES _

Here are the preliminary delegate
totals, as reported by The
Associated Press.  for the’f
Democratic candidates for
president from lowa's precinct
caucuses on Monday night.

(2,111 of 2,189 precincts)

former state Democratic chiairman I

and puts those up against George
Herbert Walker Bush’s values of
greed and seif-interest and to hell
with everybody else,” he told cheer-
ing supporters.

"“Think how proud you're gonna
be when sbmeone from lowa is
sworn in as your next president of
the United States. And think how
much fun it's gonna be making
George Bush apologize for what he's
done to the American people.”

Competitors’ Reaction

Opponents were not impressed.

Jim Pribyl, the manager of Ker-
rey’s campaign in South Dakota, said
the low turnout shows that lowans
decided the caucuses were politically
irrelevant.

“If there's only one boxer in the
ring not many people are going to
come and watch,” Pribyl said.

The caucuses were the first time
Democrats anywhere in the nation
met to begin the process of choosing
their national convention delegates,

Candidate Delegates ' Pct.
Harkin ......ecoiniene. 2,205 780
Uricommitted ............... 334 120
Tsongas......cceccveeee. 1100 4.0
CHntom ... 71 30
Kerrey .....ccccecevvvverinvveeen. 68 2.0
Brown ... 37 1.0
Other ISC I 14 B
] tlt was hls mght to |
howl politically and l
we'll-goon to New
Hampshire and see
what happens there.?? g
— Edward Campbell | _
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