Tabulators: Demos obstruc:

By David Tomiin
Tha Associated Pross

DES MOINES
agency that

Tha privata
tabulated Ieowa
caucus results for the nation’s
news media today complained
that Democratic ofMicials deli-
berately delayed the counting for
their party.

e had some clear feedback

Flaherty, exscutive direcior of the
Negws Election Service. “Some

were treated as interlopera.”

lowa Democratic Party oficials
could not be reached immediately
at party headguartars or their
tabulation center for responss to
Flaherty's complaints. At an sar-

liar newas conference, [owa Demo
eratic Party Chairwoman Bonnie
Campbell said the party was
pleased with ita owmn countl of

the results, which ran far bahind
NES" s
NES ended Monday mnight's

eomnt with from omly 70
percent of the 2,487 [owa pre-
cincts on the presidential prefer-
enoes of Democratic participanta

The count was crucial because
the figures ashowed Missouri Rep.
Richard Gephardt locked in =
close rece with [llincis Sen. Paul
Simon and Massachusetta Gov.
Michaal Dukakis. With 70 percent
of the precincts reported, Geph-
ardt had the most support — 28
percent — but was lesa than 3,000
wotes ahead of Simon, who had 24
percent. and 8,000 votes nhead of
Duknkis,

By conitrast Lo the problems re-

porting tha Democratic resul
reporters from Republican ca
uses reported more than 98 p
cent of their siraw poll resal
Republican officiala sctual
haelped recruit the NES precir
reportars, urged them to call

wults in gquickly and conducted

independent tabulatiom of ths
oW,

rd ks to think the Democrs
could look across the strect a
see what the Republicans dic
Flaherty said

The problems with the Den
eratic count stemmed from a lo
dissgreement betwesn the ne
media and lowa Democratic o
cials owver how caucus resu
ahould be reported.

NES, owned by the CBS, Al
and NBC television networks, T
Amsociated Preas and United Pr
International, wanted a Den

Hare ars the istest. unofficial returns from lowa by county in the FepubBcan caucuses lor prasicent
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Hart “‘back’ as underdog

ted count

cratic straw pol]l at the caucuses
conducted by Re-
publicana. The result is easy ta

like the one

[T count and simple to expl

1y But the Democrats insisted that
the caucuses adhere strictly to the

pariy's complex procedure

o electing delegates to county con-

eir wventions, and then converting
thosa delegatea mathematically to

la “state delegaie squivalents.”

rd Both NES and the party ob

tained the

g reaults were roughly the same as
was the totals from the 70 percent of
M- the presidential preference wvole
lts which NES waa able to count.

But Flaherty expressed irrita-
3C tion that state party officials dis-
he couraged county and recinct
e chiofa from helping the NES re-

porters

“state delegais equiva-
lent” totals from 98 percent of the
A precincis. To everyone's relief, the

MANCHESTER. N.H. APy —
Presidentinl hopeful Gary Hart
says his dismal showing in lowa
hms cast him agsin as an under:
dog with a chance to surprise the
THEL YRS Y ETH.

“I'm back in the role of the
underdag, & rola [ cherish,” aaid
the former Colorado senstor As
the dust settled Monday night on
the Democratic candidates” frst
test of the slsction yemr.

Plenty of that dust settled on
Hnrr. s campaign — he gol scareely

percant of the JTowa wvote and
hi.ﬂ]_'r beal out npon-candidate
Mario Cuomo — but he insisted
that it ian't buried yet.

Hart said he only spent about

10 daya in lowa after he re-
entered the campsign Ilmst
Diecember, whils many his riv-

als invested heavwily in the state
in times and money.

Democratic results

In 1984, a second-place showing
in lowa had pulled Hart up out of
the pack and established him as
the principal challanger to front-
runner Walter Mondale.

“We felt that given the friend-
ships we formed four years ago
that we had an obligation ta them
te make an effort™ in lowa, Hart
said,

But before the caucuses began,
Hart had warned supporters not
to expect much from lowa thid
tima around. “This campaign will
only get stronger the longer it

" e smid.

Hart's stending in New Homp-
shire polls also has bean slipping
since he re-entered the race, and
Monday night he played down the
importance of its leadofl primary
& week from b}dI} “This is an
important state, but all of them
are important,” he said.

Hore are tha ietest, unofficial eturne from lowa by county 0 e Democratic caucuses for gresident.
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